
Cathy (Jiawen) - 1 
1. How can teachers provide variability and transformative contents and formats to 
students but still maintain certain order and regularity? 
2. Do we need restriction in classroom? Do we really need it? What will the classroom 
be like if there is no restriction? 
3.Should we intentionally lead students to connect themselves with some political 
statements or view? 
 
Jay (Jiachang) - 2 
It was quite interesting that Jackson used the analogy, prisons and mental hospitals, to 
desc the involuntary nature of school. It reminded me one of my classmates in middle 
school, who is intellectually smart but very rebellious. He was often blamed by our 
teacher and from the author’s point of view, he failed to master the hidden curriculum 
posted by the institution. however, I wonder is this really the students’ fault? Some kids 
in nature are restless. Are we blaming on their personalities? 
 
I felt much less motivated to attend class or to keep up with the tasks after class 
changed to be taught online. I know that the underlining hidden curriculum didn’t change 
— I am still required to comply with institutional expectations, but I just felt so 
demotivated. Is it just me? How did this change affected the social setting of a class? 
 
Kailey - 3 
Walker and Soltis (2009) discuss Apple's views on curriculum and write, "Schools also 
help to preserve the existing power relations of society through a hidden curriculum" 
(Walker & Soltis, p. 73). Do you agree or disagree with this statement, and why? Should 
we try to shift away from this? How? 
 
In "The Daily Grind", Jackson discusses the routines of going to school and spending 
countless hours in the classroom. How has the current state of society changed this 
routine? In what ways could our shift to online learning be positive? 
 
Where does conflict fit into the social studies curriculum? Does an overemphasis on 
cooperation do students a disservice? (Apple, p. 33) 
 
Casey - 4 
The Daily Grind: 
-What do you think about the comparison between schools and prisons/mental 
hospitals? How does it make you feel about our school system- does it highlight 
something negative or more so something inevitable? 
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Stephanie - 5 
Walker & Soltis, Curriculum and Aims (ch 6) 

1. One of the critiques of the Tyler Rationale is that in this approach, evaluation is 
based on the attainment of information rather than the impact of what this 
learning does. Which is more valuable, content knowledge or a newfound 
appreciation for the content? 

Jackson, The Daily Grind 

1. What can teachers do in their classrooms to make the school experience less 
mundane and more memorable/exciting? Are there simple changes than 
teachers can make or would it require an entire restructuring of the school 
system? 

2. This article describes how mundane the process of going to school can be. 
However, in this time of crisis, we start to miss the normalcy that comes with 
school. What is it about school that makes it so it is mundane and yet something 
we hold on to in times of crisis? 

Apple, The Hidden Curriculum and the Nature of Conflict 

1. What is the value of discussing "conflict" within the sciences? Should students be 
taught just the facts or also be taught how conflict is an important part of the 
scientific process? 

2. What is meant by "education is also an inherently political act?" What is it about 
schooling that makes it "political?" 

Jason (Jiahong) - 6 
 
Gigi (Qiqi) - 7 
Walker & Soltis, Chapter 6 

● What do you think of the main function of public education and the roles of 
curricula and educators in it? 

Jackson: The Daily Grind 

● As a student and educator, what methods/assignments have you encountered 
that addressed or explored the hidden curriculum? And what are your thoughts 
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on these projects/assignment? If not, what kind of projects that you can think of 
will be able to examine standards and norms behind the daily grind? 

Apple: The Hidden Curriculum 

● Have your view on conflict and the functions of conflict changed after this 
reading? Why or why not? 

Huitong - 8 
For the reading " The Daily Grind": 

1. Do students received more praises for quicker and better adaptation to the 
routines of school life? 

2. Who has the power to define what is the “regular or standard school life”? 

For the reading "The Hidden Curriculum and the Nature of Conflict": 

1. How do teachers manage the class when students represent different 
stakeholders with conflicting interests? 

2. How do educators’ own political stands affect their teachings in social studies? 

Meghan - 9 
The Hidden Curriculum and the Nature of Conflict, Apple (1971): 

1. I was struck by the word "obligatory" when engaging with the reading about 
hidden curriculum and the assumptions students are held accountable for. How 
can we as educators engage students in a mutually respectful conversation 
about power, authority, and silent social hierarchies while also remaining timely 
with covering/uncovering the content requirements that rely on those structures? 

The Daily Grind, Jackson: 

1. Schools require that students adhere to the norms, thought patterns, and 
physical freedoms/restraints of the crowd/class and many students can easily 
adapt to that aspect of traditional educational spaces. What thoughts and/or 
experiences come to mind when you think of students or families that have a 
difficult time adhering to those norms? Why might this happen? How can we as 
teachers provide space in the classroom for multiple approaches to existing 
together in a crowd? 

Chapter 6, Walker and Soltis: 
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1. The first time I was formally exposed to The Tyler Rationale was a jarring 
experience. I was unaware that the mode of teaching and learning I had been 
entrenched in throughout my entire life was one approach to curriculum, not the 
be all end all approach. This reality pushed me to contemplate other hidden 
realities to teaching and curriculum development that I had not, consciously or 
unconsciously, taken time to contemplate and critique. What aspects of your own 
teaching or learning have gone un-reflected upon? Why do you think this has 
happened? How can we push ourselves to become more reflective educators 
and curriculum developers? 

Zoe - 10 
Walker & Soltis 
1. Walker & Soltis present a critique of the Tyler rationale in Chapter 6 in addition to 
presenting other philosophies around curricular practices. Is there any one curricular 
philosophy that will always work for any teacher? What do you think were the goals of 
Walker & Soltis in writing this chapter? 
Jackson 
1. Jackson writes on page 118 that "young people have to be in school, whether they 
want to be or not." and then goes on to describe how this obligatory nature of school 
leads to divisions of power in schools, much like in prisons or mental hospitals. Is there 
a way to rid schools of this power imbalance while providing free public education to all? 
Would making school option be the solution? 
2. Jackson describes some hidden curricula students learn and experience. Some 
would argue that students learning hidden curricula is important so that students are 
prepared for the realities and inequities of the "real world". Do you agree or disagree 
and why? 
Apple 
1. Apple argues that "education is also an inherently political act" (p. 38). Thinking about 
hidden curriculum and values do you agree or disagree? Do you think this is a good or 
bad thing? Can you imagine a case in which education would be apolitical? 
 
Emily - 11 
Jackson: 
1. How can teachers play a role in challenging the power structures so engrained in our 
school systems? 
2. Jackson discusses the problem with 'crowds' in our schools, what does he mean by 
this and how can we problem solve? 
Apple: 
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1. Apple suggests teaching 'conflict' will serve as a way to break down the dominant 
narratives in society- how would this look in an elementary setting? Discuss examples. 
Walker and Soltis: 
1. How does the hidden curriculum reinforced in schools even unintentionally through 
various curriculum philosophies? 
 
Sherry - 12 
The daily grind--"Before focusing on the what they do in the classroom, we must 
examine how students feel about school." We focus so much on the spice of the school 
and ignore the the seemingly mundane and trivial substances of the school, such as 
personal space, which is narrower than any other place for such a long time period. In 
my opinion, the thing really matters is the social environment in the classroom rather 
than the space. If a student has many goof friends and the teachers are able to create a 
very warm and vivid environment, then the narrow space does not matter any more. 
What do other people think? 
 
Shoshana - 13 
Questions: 
1. Think back to your own experiences of teaching or of learning in which you realized 
there was a hidden curriculum. What could have been done differently in that learning 
setting, either as the student or the teacher to have challenged the hidden curriculum or 
bring notice to the hidden curriculum? 
2. What can we include in our written/created curricula which takes into the account the 
existence of the hidden curriculum, perhaps not inherently within the official curriculum 
we have written ourselves, but within the surrounding frameworks and structures of 
school and society? 
3. What do you feel you need to do now while in a teacher education program to 
address and uncover further the hidden curricula within your subject area and as it 
manifests often in curricula at TC or within your future teaching placements? 
 
Xinyi - 14 
 
Lingling - 15 
The Daily Grind: 
- Is conformity to institutional expectations necessarily a negative/bad thing? 
- How to achieve a reasonable synthesis between forces that drive students to seek 
individual expression and those that drive him to comply with the wishes of others? 
- 
The Hidden Curriculum and the Nature of Conflict 
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- In the reading, the author argues that "education is an inherently political act" (p.38). 
Should/Can education be neutral or it's really about "educating activists"? 
 
Grace (Yue) - 16 
 
Kaylee - 17 
Walker & Soltis, Chapter 6 
1. Who should decide what 'cultural capital' should be reinforced through curricula at school? 
Jackson, The daily grind 
1. "Do the same strengths that contribute to intellectual achievement also contribute to the 
student's success in conformity to institutional expectations?" 
2. How can teachers and other school faculty help create transformative citizens, while still 
maintaining relative control within the schooling environment? 
Apple, The hidden curriculum 
1. School uniforms are often praised as equalizers within the schooling environment, however, 
considering hidden curriculum what other messages could school uniforms be engraining in 
students? 
2. How does the human capital theory and its defined purpose of schooling influence the hidden 
curriculum presented within our schools? 
  
Sarah - 18 
What does incidental learning look like online? 
Dialogue is necessary to have conflict. To be able to see grey areas not just black and 
white or not limit the parameters of conflict. How do we achieve this online? 
What happens when we don't regulate behavior ( Jackson's reward system)? Online 
learning does not require specific behaviors in the same way that classroom life does. 
What is the result of that, does that allow more free thinking? Do we need that structure 
and/or boundaries? Do we need someone to hold us accountable? 
What do we gain from online learning and what do we lose?Are there ways in which 
new ideas and learning can result that cannot happen in class?Does competition or 
classroom praise effect our learning? 
Apple's article on hidden curriculum makes me think of alga rhythms. We all think we 
get to choose, but the system in place has really already chosen what our box will be 
that we will live in. I use to love going to Kim's video in the East village, I saw the most 
interesting foreign films and documentaries, though Kim's video is a curated collection it 
was curated by humans who love film, as opposed to machines that love money i.e. 
Netflix. When I think of how they are presenting our science and social studies 
curriculum it reminds me how we think we are making choices but really how limited we 
are when really presenting these ideas and how we don't allow real conflict if any. 
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