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The Analysis of the Print Reserves Checkouts at TC Gottesman Libraries 

The analysis of the print reserves at TC Gottesman Libraries was conducted for data 

collected between March 24, 2019 and April 16, 2019 because the Sierra data storage is effective 

only beginning from March 24, 2019. During that time interval, 89 checkouts of the print 

reserves were conducted at TC Gottesman Libraries. In particular, 43 distinct reserves were 

borrowed by 49 library patrons. The program name and department are missing for only 1 

(2.04%) library patrons. The most frequently borrowed print reserve has an item ID of 

“2591439”, with ten (11.24%) checkouts. The second most frequently borrowed print reserve 

haw an item ID of “2419082” with eight (8.99%) checkouts.  

When it comes to the borrowing trends of the print reserves between March 24, 2019 and 

April 16, 2019, there appears to be fluctuations according to Figure 1. Specifically, the number 

of print reserves borrowed peaked from March 25 to April 1 and April 15. The majority of the 

library patrons borrowing the print reserves are TC students, as is shown in Figure 3. In 

particular, out of 49 unique library patrons, 39 (79.59%) checkouts were for TC students, 

including certified doctoral candidates and those who are interim and federal workstudy staff 

members as well. The most frequently borrowing library patron is a TC student from Arts and 

Humanities department with an ID of “330310”. That individual checked out print reserves 8 

times. However, 61.22% of library patrons checked out items from the reserves only one time 

within this time interval.  

As for departments of the borrowers of the print reserves, the most highly represented 

departments are Arts and Humanities and Biobehavioral Sciences, which is shown in Figure 2. 

Specifically, 9 out of 49 (18.37%) library patrons are affiliated with the Arts and Humanities. 
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The same applies to the library patrons from the Biobehavioral Sciences. Even when looking at 

the overall borrowing trend between March 25, 2019 and April 16, 2019, which is shown in 

Figure 4, the most frequently reported department is Arts and Humanities, followed by 

Biobehvioral Sciences. In the Arts and Humanities department, nine reserves were borrowed. 

The most frequently borrowed reserve is called “Identity Development: Adolescence Through 

Adulthood” (Item ID = 2419082) with 8 checkouts. In the Biobehavioral Sciences department, 

only four reserves were borrowed. However, the most frequently checked out reserve, not only 

for this department but for all TC academic departments, is called “The Voice and Voice 

Therapy” (Item ID = 2591439) with 10 checkouts, as is shown in Figure 5. Nonetheless, 34 out 

of 43 (79.07%) borrowed reserves were borrowed only one or two times.  

From this, it can be said that although there were 88 checkouts within this time interval, 

there were only 49 patrons who have borrowed only 43 out of 2,215 print reserves available in 

the library catalogue. It is important to note that the data is constantly curated and is updated 

every 5 minutes. In other words, the data analysis captures checkouts of physical reserves that 

can only be borrowed for two hours. Nonetheless, this suggests that the same individuals borrow 

the same items. One potential explanation is that these print reserves are needed for a course. 

Another possible explanation is that these items were checked out several times by the same 

individuals. When examining these hypotheses, the most frequently borrowed item with an ID of 

“2591439” was indeed checked out by six individuals, all of which are affiliated with the 

Biobehavioral Sciences department. Furthermore, three patrons have borrowed this resource at 

least two times. Likewise, the most frequent borrower of the print reserves with an ID of 

“330310” with eight checkouts, actually borrowed the same item eight times. The ID of that item 
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is “2419082”, which is the most frequently borrowed item in the Biobehavioral Sciences 

department. If there was access to the courses of the library patrons, it would be interesting to see 

whether the frequently borrowed print reserve is for the same course.  However, at the same 

time, if this resource was assigned by a course instructor, not enough students are borrowing that 

resource. Furthermore, if only 89 reserves were borrowed in three weeks, this implies that many 

members of the TC community might prefer the E-reserve system, DocDel, or online databases 

due to their convenience. Overall, three weeks of data is not enough to reach any valid 

conclusion. Nonetheless, if this trend continues and only one item will be in demand for only one 

department, this suggests that the library space allocated for the physical reserves can be reduced 

significantly.   
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Appendix 

 

Figure 1. This line graph shows the overall borrowing trend of print reserves at TC Gottesman 
Libraries from March 24, 2019 to April 16, 2019.  



5 
 

 

 

Figure 2. This bar graph displays the number of borrowers of print reserves for each TC 
academic department between March 24, 2019 and April 16, 2019.  
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Figure 3. This bar graph shows the number of each type of distinct patrons that borrowed print 
reserves from March 24, 2019 to April 16, 2019.  
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Figure 4. This bar graph illustrates the overall borrowing trend of print reserves for each TC 
academic department from March 24, 2019 to April 16, 2019.  
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Figure 5. The bar graph shows the most frequently borrowed print reserves between March 24, 
2019 and April 16, 2019. The Item ID as opposed to the actual title of the resource were chosen 
for the x-axis labels for margin purposes. It also shows the departments of patrons that borrowed 
these reserves.  


